
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 24 June 2004] 

 p4299b-4301a 
Mr John Hyde; Ms Margaret Quirk 

 [1] 

CRIME PREVENTION, DESIGNING OUT CRIME 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.15 am]:  My grievance is to the parliamentary secretary to the Minister for 
Community Safety.  I want to advance the case for a whole-of-government action to facilitate designing out 
crime.  I want to advocate that we get it under way this financial year.  Western Power, Main Roads Western 
Australia and other utilities need to think about designing out crime when they build and locate infrastructure, as 
does the private sector.  I raise this issue because we need to have coordination within government, rather than 
have our different government departments and the 142 local councils act as silos devoting time to and wasting 
resources on different policies, benchmarks and procedures.   

Undergrounding power is great, but we have somehow come to tolerate ugly green power boxes being placed in 
prominent positions.  I can provide the parliamentary secretary with a photograph of one of my constituents, 88-
year-old Rex Coyne, at his local park near his bowling club in my electorate in which the power has been 
undergrounded but these very big ugly boxes sit in prominent verge-side positions.  The Water Corporation’s 
meter readers can find individual meters underneath weeds and trees and locate covered underground sewer 
controls.  Green power boxes and grey traffic light boxes do not have to be placed in such prominent positions.  
Where they are visible, there should be a Percent for Art requirement as there is for other government 
infrastructure projects.  Good art repels graffiti and builds strong local communities, which lessens crimes.   

Local government also needs to embrace designing out crime law.  Many councils are leading the way; however, 
the siting and approval of a Subway store in East Perth with a hoons’ car park next door to residential homes is a 
design nightmare.  Sometimes my residents cannot sleep because of rude customers at this 24-hour store 
slamming doors, partying, carrying on and also abusing residents.  The owner is not assisting by bringing tables 
inside for noisy customers with the 3.00 am munchies, and the design of the car park makes it attractive to 
hoons.  The inability to retrospectively pick up bad planning decisions does not assist a solution being brokered 
at the moment.  However, better design of the car park to stop revving, better wall placement and a shrubbery to 
absorb noise, and a planning incentive to change the use of the car park may.  We need to assist the City of Perth 
and other councils to be more pro-active within the limitations of existing planning legislation.   

The minister and I both come from a local council background representing the same turf, although a century 
apart in our terms.  Clearly, councils and their communities are more aware today of the importance of good 
design in preventing opportunistic crime.  Ugly high fences on suburban streetscape not only conceal break-ins 
through windows and doors, but also are a magnet to graffiti.  If we create a streetscape that makes people think 
they are in a selfish, uncaring, fortress-like precinct, then people are more prone to allow their behaviour, their 
disrespect and their lack of care to come to the fore.   

As the parliamentary secretary would be aware and as the minister would be aware from her experience in local 
government, in local government and as the member for Perth I have long advocated the need for government to 
assist in designing out crime.  I was delighted to peruse the budget papers and note that the Government is finally 
putting its money on the table.  I draw the parliamentary secretary’s attention to these line items in the Budget 
Statements, of which I have given her some notice, and seek an explanation of what the money will be used for: 
page 69, under major policy decisions, the crime prevention through environmental design fund allocation of 
$1.5 million in 2004-05; and page 98, major initiatives for 2004-05.   

I note that some mischievous councils out of the 142 are making a song and dance about the dedicated $1 million 
graffiti program of the former Government, yet forgetting to mention that local government wanted that fund and 
other funds to be untied money so that local communities could determine their own community safety priorities.  
This Government has increased that funding pool fourfold, and many councils have chosen to use government 
grants not for graffiti, which they could have got the funding for, but for lighting, community building and other 
more effective deterrent activities in their communities.  This Government has empowered local communities 
with more money and the ability to find local solutions for local problems, and I applaud it for that.  That is 
much more important than a song and dance about giving $1 million for a graffiti program, end of story.   

I urge the parliamentary secretary and her minister to use their considerable abilities within the Expenditure 
Review Committee process and the cabinet process to see whether we can squeeze out some extra money from 
the 2003-04 budget so we can get started on some designing out planning and projects during this financial year.  
Obviously, as a local member, I am keen that we get projects on the ground quickly, but as a creature of local 
government, I know that local government and stakeholders like to be consulted and involved in the process; 
they do not like to be bushwhacked by a quick announcement.  Although I want the money and would like it 
quickly, I note that consultation is important.  I offer my services to the parliamentary secretary and the minister 
to bring stakeholders together and to engage in consultation with them about the use of this $1.5 million, and, 
hopefully, more money.  
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MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.19 am]:  I thank the member for Perth for the 
grievance, for raising a very significant issue in the context of crime prevention and for his demonstrated and 
longstanding commitment to such issues.  The Gallop Labor Government is unswerving in its commitment to be 
tough not only on crime but also on the causes of crime.  In the past decade or so there has been an increasing 
awareness of the importance of environmental design in preventing crime.  In recent times, Australian suburbs 
have been designed to maximise privacy and minimise car and pedestrian movements.  Unfortunately, privacy 
for a resident is also privacy for a burglar.  High fences, quiet streets and isolated areas assist criminals as they 
do their worst. 
Crime prevention through environmental design - CPTED - is a well-established planning practice that seeks to 
influence the design of buildings and public places by increasing the perception of risk to criminals and the 
possibility of detection and capture; increasing the effort required to commit crime by increasing the time, 
energy or resources that need to be extended; reducing the potential rewards of crime by minimising, removing 
or concealing crime benefits; and removing conditions that create confusion about required norms of behaviour. 
The member for Perth is correct in calling for greater coordination and consistency between government 
agencies and local councils to implement these CPTED principles.  Authors of the 1995 seminal monograph in 
this area, titled “Safe Cities”, G. Wekerle and C. Whitzman, believe that there are three elements central to 
enshrining good crime prevention design and planning principles.  Firstly, they say there must be an awareness 
of the issues by people with authority and a commitment from those people with power to play a positive role in 
mitigating crime and fear in urban environments.  Secondly, they say that processes must be created whereby 
existing urban environments are improved and new urban environments planned with safety in mind.  Finally, 
they say that mutual learning must be set in place whereby evaluations of these improvements continually take 
place and the ideas expanded and modified. 
Clearly Western Australia is still to secure a broad commitment and awareness from the full range of agencies, 
utilities and authorities with some responsibility for planning and environmental design.  Only when that has 
occurred can we proceed to improve processes and evaluate our successes and failures to improve upon what is 
being done.  As policy makers, our challenge is twofold: first, to get the community to focus on the built 
environment as a setting in which crime can occur; and, secondly, to accept that the fabric and design of public 
places can also deter criminal activity and enhance urban safety. 
As I have already noted, the extent to which these ideas have been taken up is varied.  I commend the City of 
Gosnells for its efforts in this regard.  Its SafeCity project has produced some significant empirical research 
matching different types of urban form against the incidence of crime.  Notable are the following conclusions: 
neighbourhoods with visibility, activity and community life on the streets are likely to have a 40 per cent lower 
rate of crime; streets that are within walking distance of major public facilities - that is, with a lot of pedestrian 
activity - have significantly less crime; homes that back on to parks and other isolated places are 37 per cent 
more likely to be broken into; and homes at the end of a cul-de-sac are more likely to be burgled than those at the 
entrance to a street where car and pedestrian movements are maximised.  At one level these findings are self-
evident.  Pedestrians provide a natural form of surveillance for homes and discourage wrongdoers.  The best way 
of minimising street crime is to maximise visibility and community activity.  As we build new suburbs, we must 
create villages of people.  SafeCity has developed planning principles that make this possible and has cut crime 
by 40 per cent through better urban design.   

Another observation I make is that although greenfield sites provide greater possibilities to implement CPTED 
principles, much can nevertheless be done in established areas.  The member for Perth made a very cogent 
argument that even a small structure, such as a power box or a sewer cover can be a host to unwelcome 
antisocial activity, such as graffiti, and can provide a natural hiding place for miscreants.  Similarly, in my 
electorate of Girrawheen, although street frontage, orientation and layout cannot be altered, crime prevention 
planning notions were nevertheless incorporated in the New North New Living urban renewal project.  That 
project won the United Nations World Habitat Award in 2000.  One of the project’s stated aims was to 
encourage a sense of added security for local residents by eliminating areas that provide venues for antisocial 
behaviour.  As I have said in this place on a number of occasions, the results of that project have been nothing 
short of remarkable.  The legacy of the New North project means that I am able to say that in the past two years 
burglary of dwellings has gone down by more than 25 per cent, commercial burglary by approximately seven per 
cent, robbery also by more than 25 per cent, assaults by almost 10 per cent and motor vehicle theft by two per 
cent.  These are average figures over a number of quarters of activity.  In summary, there has been a huge 
reduction in total offences and a much improved clearance rate. 
Building design and planning principles can have a positive and tangible impact on reducing and preventing 
crime.  It is a key goal of the Government to fully address these principles.  It is important that planning 
authorities, state government agencies, local government and private developers take crime and community 
safety matters into account when undertaking building and development. 
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For this reason, in last year’s budget an amount of $500 000 was allocated and in the 2004-05 budget a further 
amount of $1.5 million has been set aside to progress these principles of crime prevention through environmental 
design.  I am advised that the minister will make a detailed and comprehensive announcement shortly, after 
consulting with stakeholders, outlining how the Government intends to go about this.  On behalf of the minister I 
apologise for her absence today.  She is in the Burrup launching the emergency services review. 

Point of Order 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  I intended to seek leave to table for today’s sitting the photograph and illustration of the 
designing out crime target, and do so now. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 
 


